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He laughed. " My private view is that it's delightfully
absurd to watch the pantomime of politeness with which
we submit to having our coats cut off our backs because
we know quite well that the alternative is to have our heads
cut off our shoulders. All this is a complete violation of
all that was said at the time of the transfer of power. We
were assured that the states would be expected to accede to
one or other of the two new Dominions only in respect of
a limited range of subjects. On the face of it, our situation
with the new authorities was to be almost exactly the same
as it had been with the British. Some of the Princely
Order even believed that it would work out that way."
" You didn't ? "
" Haven't I just said that the British made me a realist ? "
insisted the Prince. " I know my countrymen much better
than the British do. For all their realism, the British have
a streak of sentimentalism which frequently leads them to
convince themselves that what they wish to be true is ^true.
I expect Mountbatten and many others had hofltestly
persuaded themselves that the pledges given by the new
Dominions were ample safeguards for the rights and privileges
of the most loyal allies of the Imperial Crown. We knew
better. We knew quite well that as soon as the British were
out of the way, the squeeze would begin."
" Forgive me if it sounds rude," I interrupted, " but as
an American I'm naturally a bit prejudiced against
monarchial systems, and I can't help wanting to know
whether in your heart of hearts you do not think that the
new order is morally justified."
" You probe too deep," he protested with a smile. " It
isn't kind to ask a man to question the entire foundation of
his existence. But I shall try to answer honestly. I've
accepted the imposition of this farcical imitation of Western
democracy because it would have been madness to try to
resist it. I mean to work as hard as I can to make the
system work because its collapse could only open the door